White Center Heights Park:

Ultimate (& sustainable)
Makeover

Jeff Hou, PhD and Kayla Lowber

Presentation at King County Green Building Summit | March 2007

LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007
Department of Landscape Architecture
University of Washington




1. Context
2. Environmental Goals & Opportunities
3. Community & Public Process

4. Park Design

White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover
LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007




LS. SWhite Center &
. ) =
i |

White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover
LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007




r

White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover
LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007

habitat



TREES

fer macrogigl em
i s

Arbrabia o
Lo matiali
Cranspgn monngyee
LA TR

Firen corviarla

Firun migra

Frapidas trichcpa
Piusis eveaighti
Fensdatugs o
Meran pabanins
Desiit rbes

e 5.

Thuja plicala

SHRUBS

Dwrbrerin Brrvme
it 10

Gty duiin
Hecurn Halda

Vi mepdizium
Labimmum s maneed
Deriiaind ceciibema
Pet

emeeces ]
s o
ety (S
- Trihs bk E:l &

- Colgercigin Tree | -
(L FERLIT L i

= . sl ™

& & &
Fighe=s' baple I' _E I
P O @]
Pac i Maden
Pactic Cogwoed |
Comica Haashane @
A SpEis
Yoo Firm
Hazk Fias
Plack Cominneas]
BRI T
Daagas Fir
Fin Cak
Fe-d Dk
Wl SR
“inbem P Cadar

Longhes! dsharris @_@' =

Fman lnamermaen
Frerafum aguiiem

Fudle i
IKVASIVE SPECIES

Cagith Halp

- Juparme Ky
- Caermy Larel

- firacken Fom I E |

irrsili p BGCRE Ty | @

B

- .
- lecomy 18 olememp had . S ': ot v, e R T
% . . P e v | gy
KR in G ook v Erren
[ g ]

v
bl il el e
ol i Bl e

ol OO L DA, B e

i i el ey Fadl

i Fici e Lk ey 5
DN AR P B
RO o P,

e

eat w Thevated Sdawak an B
el LiveH Sidewinli on 5

reed Laved Shdewalks
Tras Agate

e Frimary Park RooessiCincathan
b tadary Park Trakl

White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover context +

LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007

existing vegetation



White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover
LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007




~
i
[
=
=
".l—._
=
¥

White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover

LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007



White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover
LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007




® Lakewood Park
~ .!T_-__.";. -.l_;:
/ i

B By

White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover
LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007



Open Space Analysis for White Center

White Center Parks

Parks Acreage | Parking | Access Ficnic |BEQ | Baseball | Volleyball | Open Play
Lot From Public| Area | Area |Field Court Field
Road

Community
Center

Restrooms

Soccer
Field

Flay
Eqguipment
Area

Tennis
Court

Muilti-
Purpose
Court

Other

Arbor Lake Park
5 124th St and 4th Ave | 8.54 -
S Seatile WA 981568 v v (1)

Bridge

Evergreen Athletic

Field 15.77
BOB SW 116th St = v v (1) v'(3)

Seattle WA 95168

v (1)

Local
Trail

Hazel Valley Park
2nd Ave SWand 126th | 2.86 —_
St Seatlle WA 98145 v v (1)

v (1)

Lakewood Park
SV 108th St and 10th | 20,49

Ave SW Seattle WA Vi |V
08146

v (3)[V(3) v (3)

v (2)

Disc
Golf
Course

Morth Shorewood
Park 626 - v v (3)
SW102nd St and

24th Ave SW Seattle
WA 98146

v (1)

Daog
Park

Puget Sound Park
istAve S and 126th St [ 5 v v

SW Seatlle Wb 55146 v (3) v(1)

v (1)

Run-
ning
Track

Salmon Creek Park

SW 118th and 8th Ave 4,58

unan =) =t

White Center
Heights Park 5 &7 -

S\W102nd St and Tth v v (3)
Ave SW Seattle WA
95146

White Center Park

Hand-

3eatt|eWAasn14a R 1 v VEIYMm|Y e Yy Y3

v (1)

v (1)

Da
Court

White Center Pond
Natural Area 9.43 - v
102nd Sireet SW and
12th Avenue SW
Burien W 98146
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Environmental Goals & Opportunities:
+ Enhancing habitats

+ Environmental learning

+ Demonstration of green building techniques

+ Stewardship
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Community & Public Process:

Racial Wakup
Whits :
African American -
Mative America

Asian
Padific Islander

Hispanic/Lating
Other Races

Total Population - 20,975
Total Househaolds - 7,542

Wedian Age - 33
Avg Houshold - 278
Ay, Family - 329

Population 65 Years and Oldet

L

Male to Female Equal Ratic

B - s
,h

= oOmoa e

PopulationWith a Disability
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Community & Public Process: Timeline
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‘ Ultimate Park Makeover
Community Open House

Neighborhood Planning Community Workshop

Children’s Design Workshops

Community Meetings

“We Create White Center” Launch Party

Neighborhood Planning Process
(WCCDA)

White Center Heights Park (King County &
WCCDA)
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Community & Public Process: Community Meetings
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Community & Public Process:
White Center Heights Elementary

'WHITE cENten
HEIGHTS PaRrk

L 110 20
— —
SCALE: 1 INCH = 20 Fegr

NORTH

Fun

Finished Design Collaborative
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Community & Public Process:
SW Boys & Girls Club

Creative guidance

L u“i‘"&u_ e
Excitement
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Safety:
Lighting
Visual access
Work with police
CPTED
Anti-vandalism
Anti-graffiti
Neighborhood
monitors
Anti-sleeping

Furnishings:
Play structure
Trash cans

Benches
Fencing

Dog-poo bags
Kids’ fountain
Tables

Public art
Lighting

Picnic shelter
Gazebo

Park entrance

Barbecue
Signage

Recreation:

Soccer
Basketball

Volleyball

Badminton

Open field

Chess
Trail

Tennis
Tether ball
Frisbee

Events:

Barbecues
Picnics
Concerts

Craft fairs

Kids carnivals

Educational
School related
Concessions

Birthday-parties
Neighbor-hood gathering

Education:
Interpretative sign

Trall

Shelter

Outdoor classrooms

Boardwalk
Demonstration area

Wildlife habitat

Historical display
Science-based

Water quality
Cultural displays

Landscape:
Tree maintenance

Grass field

Wetlands

Buffer restoration
Tree planting

Vegetation removal
Accent garden

Rain garden

Native plants

Community gardens
Plant salvage
Composting
International arboretum
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Program Elements
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Design Principles

ACCESSIBILITY provide universal access for all ages and
social groups to enjoy the park.

DIVERSITY reflect the cultural and social diversity within
the White Center community with respect to different ethnic
cultures, age groups, and users.

DISCOVERY provide opportunities for outdoor
environmental learning and discovery

ECOLOGY enhance wildlife habitat, biological diversity, and
other ecological functions in the urban environment

GATHERING encourage social gathering and community
building in the White Center neighborhood

IDENTITY establish a unique identity and sense of place
thought design elements, use of materials, and program
features.
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Design Principles

INNOVATION consider and explore innovative ways to
WHITE Celmen achieve the stated goals and objectives.

HEIGHTS pPaAng

INTEGRATION integrated into the fabric of the White Center
community through improved access, spatial character

PARTICIPATION the design, construction, and continued
evolution of the park shall involve local residents and
stakeholders.

SAFETY consider ways to prevent and deter crimes through
enhanced visibility and other measures

SUSTAINABILITY address long-term sustainability of the
urban environment through material selection, reduced
runoffs, and energy-saving design

VERSATILITY/FLEXIBILITY in order to serve a wide variety
of uses and adapt to future changes and temporary events

White!
@ﬁ%ﬁl
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Artistic landforms &

multicultural expression
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Wetland integrity &
public safety

e - _‘y " - 2
- 2

White Center Heights Park Ultimate Makeover
LA 474 Project Design Studio | Winter 2007




Creative playground
& open field
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Gathering spaces &
community gardens
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Site Design Scorecard - Pleass rate each project by circling the letters that represent high, medium, or low.

Student
Teams

team

Program,
Identity &
Diversity: Does
the design
address the
diverse cultures
and needs in the
community?

Public
Safety:

Dees the design
addrass safety
issues for park
users and
neighbors? For
example, is the
visibility irto the
park enhanced?

Habitat &

Sustainability:

Dees the design
improve habitats
for wildlife and
enhance urban
sustainability?

Phasing

Strategy:

Coes the phasing
strategy meet the
short-term and
long-term needs
of the
Gommunity?

Community

Involvement:
Cuoes the design
provide
opportunities for
centinued
cormmumnity
involvement?

Technical
feasibility:
Is the design
technically
feasible
corsidering the
corstraints such
as wetland
classification,
budget, and
time?

Ranking:
please rank the
top 3 projects by
numkber (1 as the
top choice).

team

team

team

team

team

Mmoo O W P
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Vote for your favorite ... and tell us what
design you like about it

Circle one of the _following:

=\ > —

) | CAN FREL
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Park Design:

Convergence: Connecting Community and Ecology

The convergence of community and the ecology is the driving force
behind the design. Although it is difficult to meld nature into the
urban fabric it is essential. This park succeeds in creating a place
that community members feel safe, comfortable, and where they
enjoy meeting their neighbors. Children have multiple opportuni-
ties to play, from climbing on boulders to swinging and field sports.
These examples serve to activate the park, but they are not the prin-
ciple focus. Allowing the community to take ownership of the park
through education and involvement ensure it's success. Meighbor-
hood organized invasive plant removal days along with general clean-
up days produce the type of space that is celebrated for many years
to come. Therefore, it is through design that the convergence of the
community of White Center begins to take care of the sensitivities of
this park. These wetlands are beautiful places that are the home to
a host of plant and animal species that depend on healthy environ-
ments. By connecting the community to the wetlands in the park,
more can be done to create a healthy and sustainable White Center.
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Program Elements
1. MultHLpvel Gathering Space
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